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für die Zukunft der Kinder                      pour l’avenir des enfants                       for the future of the children 

 

Dear effe-members, 
 

Here is the latest information about effe’s work: Anne Liekenbrock, our new col-
league in Brussels reports on the EUCIS-LLL conference.  

We also progressed with the preparations for our conference in November. We 
are pleased to have found many interesting lecturers for this event. Alongside 
many other exciting and international contributions about school and health, 
Prof. Dr. Hollmann will discuss “What is a healthy human – What is a healthy 

child?”, on Friday, 19th November. Dr. Straube will present a lecture about “Edu-
cation and Health from a Humanistic Approach” on Saturday, 20th November. 
Speed lectures, workshops and discussion groups will top up the programme. We 
hope that you already are curious and we will see you at the conference. The 
finalised programme will be available shortly. 

 

EFFE’s next Colloquium, November 2010 

“For a Healthy School – Sustainability and Responsibility in Education and 
Health Promotion” 

The European Forum for Freedom in Education and the GLS bank will present the 
colloquium “For a healthy school – Sustainability and Responsibility in Education and 
Health Promotion”, in November this year. During the three days of the colloquium, 
health in schools and education will be considered.  

As defined by the World Health Organisation, three areas fundamental to health will 
be viewed and discussed: physical, mental and social health. The focus will be on 
maintaining and developing health for pupils, teachers and parents.  

We are looking forward to welcome you at our colloquium from 18 to 20 November 
2010, University Witten-Herdecke! 

 
 

Themes of the Newsletter: 
• The new European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilin-

gualism and Youth 
• Meeting of the Education, Youth and Culture Council, 10th & 11th 

May 2010 

• Report: Conference and Annual Meeting of EUCIS-LLL, 14th & 
15th April 2010, Barcelona 
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The new European Commissioner 

for Education, Culture, Multilin-

gualism and Youth 

The ’Barroso Commission’, firstly ap-
pointed in November 2004, was re-
newed in February 2010 due to José 
Manuel Barroso’s re-election as the 
president of the European Commission 
from 2010 to 2014. Ms Androulla Vas-
siliou from Cyprus became the new 
European Commissioner for Education, 
Culture, Multilingualism and Youth.  

Androulla Vassiliou studied law and in-
ternational affairs in London and was 
subsequently practising law for twenty 
years in Cyprus. She gave up this career 
path in 1988 when her husband Dr. 
George Vassiliou was elected president 
of the Republic of Cyprus. As the first 
Lady of Cyprus, she followed mainly cul-
tural and social political areas. She was 
also active in the United Nations Asso-
ciation of Cyprus, in which she was 
elected as president four times all to-
gether, 1991 to 1995. In 1996, she was 
then elected as a Member of the Cyprus 
House of Representatives, representing 
the Movement of United Democrats. She 
was re-elected for that position in 2001. 
Mrs Vassiliou was an alternate represen-
tative of the Cyprus Parliament to the 
Convention for the Future of Europe 
(2001-2003) and from 2001 to 2006 
she was Vice President of the European 
Liberal Democrats and Reform Party.1 

In February 2008 Androulla Vassiliou 
was appointed European Commissioner 
for Health by José Manuel Barroso. Dur-
ing this period until November 2009, Ms 
Vassiliou already saw health policies for 

                                                           
1 European Commission: 
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-
2014/vassiliou/about/cv/index_de.htm  

children and youth, and their education 
concerning health, as one of the main 
issues on her agenda.2 In February 
2010 Barroso appointed her European 
Commissioner for Education, Culture, 
Multilingualism and Youth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her priorities for her term are strongly 
related to the broad policy guidelines of 
the European Commission:  

• improving skills and access to 
education and training, focusing 
on market needs; 

• increasing learning mobility and 
opportunities for young people; 

• nurturing cultural expression and 

creativity for all.3 

In the area of education, her core areas 
to address are: ’Europe in global com-
petition’; ’better education for youth’ to 
enhance their chances on the labour 
market; and ’the consequences of the 
economic crisis’. The latter shall be 
tackled in particular by improving 
teacher training. Better qualifications of 
young people lead to better educated 

                                                           

2Androulla Vassiliou, Mitglied der Europäischen Kommissi-
on, zuständig für Gesundheit, Europäische Kommission: 
Förderung der Gesundheit und des Wohlergehens von Kin-
dern und Jugendlichen in der EU: eine Priorität für die Euro-
päische Kommission bei der Formulierung der Gesundheits-
politik. Brüssel, Belgien. 
3 European Commission: 
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-
2014/vassiliou/about/priorities/index_en.htm  
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youth and adults who will then be able 
to find a job more easily.  

Target groups of the core areas are 
therefore the:  

• 1 in 7 young people who leave 

school early; 

• 1 in 5 fifteen-year-olds with poor 

reading skills; 

• 80 million people surviving with 

only low or basic skills.4 

Other main areas of interest for the 
Commissioner are the reduction of early 
school leaving, improvement of policies 
on employability, learning mobility and 
language learning, enhancement of the 
quality of higher educational systems, 
support of the Bologna process and 
exchanges for youth and young adults. 
Commissioner Vassiliou wants to 
increase the involvement of the 
European Investment Bank in financing 
scholarships. She also seeks to create a 
framework to assist the development of 
creativity, innovation and cultural 
expression. 

At the end of Androulla Vassiliou’s term 
in 2014 we will be able to see how much 
of this impressive agenda she was able 
to implement. We wish her good luck 
with her work and are looking forward 
to supporting her ambitions. 

  

Meeting of the Education, Youth 
and Culture Council 10th & 11th 

May 2010 

The Education, Youth and Culture Coun-
cil is composed of the Education and 
Communication Ministers from the 

                                                           
4 European Commission: 
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-
2014/vassiliou/about/priorities/index_en.htm  

Member States who meet three to four 
times a year to discuss alterations, im-
provements and views concerning edu-
cational, youth and cultural policies.  

All three of these policy areas are sub-
ject to the so-called third jurisdiction 
which, according to the Lisbon Treaty, is 
defined as measures of support, coordi-
nation and complementation. It does 
not assign the EU with the competence 
of decision-making or with the right to 
harmonise any of these policy areas 
across the EU.5 The responsibilities of 
the EU are restricted to general im-
provement of the quality of education, 
the development of the cultures of the 
Member States through supporting col-
laboration between the nations and re-
medial instruction. 6 

In this second meeting of the Council in 
2010, the impact of the Lisbon Treaty 
on the Council was affecting the 
agenda: henceforth the Council will also 
be responsible for sports policies, which 
constitutes a clear institutional change. 
Therefore, the policy area of sports was 
on the agenda for the first time, al-
though no decisions were made. It was 
rather a round of opinions about the 
sports and its future perspectives, given 
by all Member States. Germany was fo-
cused mainly on ’anti doping’, mobility 
and protection of underage athletes. All 
Member States agreed to ’health and 
sports’ being one of the main points of 
future discussions. The influence of the 
EU and the dimensions of the collabora-
tion between the Member States at the 
EU level are not yet clear. Decisions and 

                                                           
5 Vertrag von Lissabon, Zur Änderung des Vertrags über die 
Europäische Union  und des Vertrags zur Gründung der Euro-
päischen Gemeinschaft (2009); Artikel 2, B., Zuständigkeits-
arten und –Bereiche, Titel I, Art. 2e. 
6 Ministry of foreign affairs of Germany: 
http://www.europaeische-bewegung.de/europa-
politik/bildung-jugend-und-kultur/  
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further debates can be expected in au-
tumn this year.  

Another very important point of the dis-
cussions was the Europe 2020 strategy 
and the role educational, youth and cul-
tural dimensions are playing. One main 
finding of the Education, Youth and Cul-
ture Council was that Europe 2020 is 
still largely focused on economical per-
spectives and goals and that education, 
youth and culture still play a minor role.  

The Council also discussed the definition 
of targets. Germany supports a new 
method of calculation since the existing 
method has led to goals which are too 
ambitious. They believe Europe 2020 
could run into similar problems as the 
Lisbon Strategy as the targets would not 
be met by the Member States. A par-
ticular focus of the Council was on early 
school leavers and college graduates, 
the levels of which are not satisfactory 
throughout the EU. The Council did not 
reach a final conclusion.  

In relation to Europe 2020, different and 
stronger participatory means for youth 
were discussed by the Council. Youth 
should get more possibilities to partici-
pate on all levels, similar to the proc-
esses for the ‘Youth on the move‘7initia-
tive. The Commission was sent a clear 
message that peer learning on local and 
regional level needs to be enhanced for 
youth as the Member States unani-
mously agreed on this point.  

The future of the online library Euro-
peana8, the European Heritage Seal, the 
fight against unemployment and poverty 
amongst young people, the internation-
alisation of higher education and the 
cultural and educational relations to 
China were also discussed.  

                                                           
7 http://www.youth-on-the-move.com/eng.html  
8 http://www.europeana.eu/portal/  

Report: Conference and Annual 
Meeting of EUCIS-LLL 

14th & 15th April 2010, Barcelona 

The members of EUCIS-LLL LLL (Euro-
pean Civil Society Platform on Lifelong 
Learning) met on 15th April in Barcelona 
for their annual meeting. The meeting 
took place 
following a 
conference on 
14th April on the 
’Social Dimension 
of Education and 
Training in 
Europe’9. 

Alongside many 
interesting speakers, a representative of 
the European Commission, Adam 
Pokorny from the Directorate General 
for Education and Culture, and a repre-
sentative of the Spanish ministry of 
education, José Mario Rodriguez Al-
variño, attended the conference. The 
importance of education as means to 
fight exclusion and poverty was empha-
sised by both the European Union and 
by the Spanish EU-presidency. It is im-
perative for everyone to have the same 
chances and the same access to educa-
tion. Both Pokorny and Alvariño agreed: 
education is a central means to fight 
poverty and social exclusion.  

Different aspects of the social dimension 
of education were delved into in four 
workshops. Anne Liekenbrock, European 
Affairs Manager of the European Forum 
for Freedom in Education, was asked to 
be the Rapporteur of one of the work-
shops and to lead it together with the 
moderator Maurice Claassens. This 
workshop was about ’Social Innovation 
in LLL: new ways to provide new skills 

                                                           
9 More Information about the conference under 
http://www.eucis-lll.eu/pages/LLL-conference-2010-
EN.html 
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for new societies’. Core to this discus-
sion was the shift from a former indus-
trial based society to a knowledge based 
society. This new society calls for new 
and more specialised skills. Poverty and 
social exclusion often follow for those 
who are not able to develop those skills. 
‘Social Innovation’ was understood as 
change of ideas, means and institutions 
to improve inclusion for all people.  

Even if no holistic and sufficient defini-
tion of ’Social Innovation’ could be 
found, this workshop10  managed to ad-
dress some major findings. One of the 
main conclusions was that informal and 
non-formal education in the area of Life-
long Learning should play an as impor-
tant role as formal education as such, 
and the European Commission should 
therefore take it more into account. In-
formal and non-formal education should 
nonetheless not be misused for eco-
nomic reasons and the creation of hu-
man resources. Other main findings 
were the need for collaboration between 
all institutions in the EU and on national 
levels, better access to all educational 
facilities for everyone and the recogni-
tion of the different educational systems 
in the EU, their strength, weaknesses 
and requirements. 

In the annual meeting on the following 
day, standard decisions like the budget, 
future perspective and the election of 
the steering committee were taken. But 
the new working group for 2010 and the 
following years were also set. The Euro-
pean Forum for Freedom of Education 
joined the working group for ’The social 
dimension of the ET2020’ and will col-
laborate from now on with EUCIS-LLL 
and other associations in this space.. 
These working groups are set up to find 
a common strategic goal and common 

                                                           
10 The findings of the other three workshops can be found at  
http://www.eucis-lll.eu/  

statements concerning the ET2020 and 
the development of educational policies 
in the EU.  
 
 
 
Editorial:  
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